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GOLDEN FIGURES FROM
TELL EL-FARKHA

The Polish excavations in Tell el-Farkha (eastern Nile Delta) have been con-
ducted since 1998, The site consists of three Koms situated on the edge of the
Ghazala village. raising a few meters above the level of surrounding fields and
located on an area of over 4 ha. The oldest settlement layers are connected with
the Lower Egyptian Culture while the youngest ones fall to the beginning of
the Old Kingdom. The settlement period encompasses roughly one thousand
years (approximately 3600 - 2600 B.C.). From the beginning of the excava-
tions a clear division of the site into three zones has been visible. each of them
covering a particular Kom: a residential-cultic zone (Western Kom). a rich set-
tlement (Central Kom) and a poor settlement with a cemetery (Eastern Kom)?.
A few years of research proved that the site was extraordinary and that archae-
ological constructions and artifacts discovered during subsequent campaigns
in majority have no analogies with any of the previously excavated Egyptian
sites from the Pre- and Early Dynastic Periods. Information regarding the pe-

riod of formation of the Egyptian state 1s particularly important. showing both

! The excavations are organised by the Archaeclogical Museum of Poznan and the Institute
of Archaeology of the Jagiellonian University with collaboration from the Centre of Mediter-
ranean Archaeology of the Warsaw University

!See eg. M. Chlodnicki. K M. Cialowicz, Tell el-Farkha. Polish Archaeology in the Medi-
terranean X-XVII, Warsaw; M. Chlodmicki. K M. Cialowicz et al., Polish excavations at Tell
el-Farkha (Ghazala) in Nile Delta. Preliminary report 1998-2001, Archeologia LIII, 2002
(2003), pp. 63-118; M. Chiodnicki, K. M. Cialowicz et al, Polish Excavations at Tell el-Farkha
{Ghazala) in the Nile Delta. Preliminary report 2002-2003, Archeologia IV, 2004, pp. 47-74.
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1. Tell el-Farkha. Plan of the building on the Eastern Kom,
treasure discovery place (by E. Kuciewicz)

the significance of Tell el-Farkha and at the same time clearly pointing to the
tact that our knowledge of that phenomenon, especially in the Delta. 1s more
than modest.

Until now the most important discoveries were made during the 2006 cam-
paign. when a votive deposit was uncovered on the West Kom that consisted
of a few dozen figurines made mostly of hippopotamus tusks and depicting
humans. animals and models of various objects. This group, unique in terms of
its artistic and iconographic qualities, is dated to the beginning of the 1st Dy-
nasty and proves the rank of the Tell el-Farkha settlement during that period®.
Even more spectacular discoveries, however. were made 1n the poor settlement
on the Eastern Kom. where remains of two golden figures were excavated in
a layer dating to the decline of the Predynastic Period. Along with the figures
two large flint knives as well as a necklace of 382 beads made of ostrich egg
shells (326) and carnelian (56) were deposited.

The deposit was discovered in a structure marked as no. 505 in the layer
30/31, approximately 3 meters below present ground level (4.50 - 4,40 meters

a.s.l.). The structure was formed by three walls - western, northern and eastern.

3 M. Chlednicki, K M. Cialowicz. Tell el-Farkha 2006, PAM XVTII (in press); K. M. Cialowicz,
Excavations of the Western Kom at Tell el-Farkha in 2006, Recherches Archeologiques de
2004-2006 (in press)



2. Tell el-Farkha. Pottery from the vicinity of the treasure (by M. Rozwadowski)

while it was open to the south. The northern and western walls were more solid
than their eastern counterpart. They were 50 em thick with bricks laid either
in three rows parallel to the face of the wall or in two rows, one of them com-
posed of header bricks and the other of stretcher bricks. The wall was wider at
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3. Tell el-Farkha. Golden figure of a 4. Tell el-Farkha. Golden figure of a
ruler. Height 57 cm. Egyptian Museum, ruler. Height 57 cm. Egyptian Museum,
Cairo Cairo (by Anna Longa)

the bottom part (about 60 cm. two brick lengths). The bricks were not homoge-
neous. sometimes they were formed of gray silt only and other times they con-
tained an admixture of sand. which turned them yellowish. The western wall
was considerably thinner. It was built of one row of header bricks. The bricks
here were not homogeneous either. At places the wall has a light-gray color.

at other places it was made of green silt. The walls encompass an area that 1s
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6. Tell el-Farkha. Tell el-Farkha.
Golden figure of the heir of the
throne. Height 30 cm. Egyptian
Museum. Cairo (by A. Longa)

5. Tell el-Farkha. Golden figure of the heir
of the throne. Height 30 cm.
Egyptian Museum, Cairo

approx. 3 - 3.5 m wide and 3.6 - 4 m long. A hearth with a vessel inside was
located in front of the structure. The structure itself constitutes a south-western

corner of a larger complex. probably habitable. (Ag 1)
It 1s however hard to directly link the time the structure was used and the
hearth functioned with the moment the treasure was hidden. Probably during

that time the structure had already been ruined. The layer in which the de-



posit was discovered was com-
posed of brick rubble settled in
green and yellow silt (prob-
ably from bricks), mixed with
traces of burning. A consider-
able number of white marks
from mats were also discov-
ered there. A part of the wall in
the NE corner was destroyed
by a hearth dug into it (object
no. 199) a mere 10 cm above
the place where the hoard was
hidden. The treasure was con-
cealed near that same corner.
It was placed alongside the
northern wall with all the ob-

jects positioned parallel to one

another, two of the knives adja-
7. Tell el-Farkha Face of the heir of the throne.  cent to the wall and the remains
Eyes of lapis-lazuls of the figures next to them. The
beads were scattered between the neck and waist of the bigger statue. The
statues were crushed and the gold plate that covered them was often ruptured.
which probably resulted from the pressure and movement of earth. Their ana-
tomical order was preserved, however. and golden rivets fastened to the gold
plates prove that entire statuettes covered with gold plates were hidden rather
then just gold ripped from them. Probably all of the objects were originally
wrapped into something. Poor archacological context suggests that the objects
in question were hidden in the structure and it is not a place where they had
been previously stored or exhibited. Pottery fragments discovered in the viein-
ity of the deposit was very fragmentary and uncharacteristic. Nevertheless. on
the basis of ceramies (fig. 2) encountered directly over the golden statuettes
and in adjacent rooms, we may date the time the objects were deposited to the
middle of the Naqada IIIB period (phase 4 in Tell el-Farkha)®.

* K M.Cialowicz, M. Jucha, Tell el-Farkha 1908-2000. Stratigraphy and Chronology of the



The statuettes depict
standing naked males - one
of them measuring approx.
60 em 1n height (figs. 3. 4):
the other approx. 30 cm
(figs. 5. 6). Both consisted
of a core made of an unpre-
served material (probably
wood). no traces of which
are distinguishable. The
core was later covered with
sheets of thin gold plate.
which was fastened by
golden rivets (140 of which
are preserved), each meas-
uring 4 mm in length and
1 mm in diameter. The riv-
ets themselves prove that
the abilities of goldsmiths 8 Tell el-Farkha. Palm of the ruler
at that time were spectacular. The Lapis-lazuli eyes of both figures are pre-

served. Their eyebrows must have been merusted with some other unpreserved
material (fig. 7). The heads of the figures were probably bald and their faces
bear no signs of beards. The faces of both figures are lean. with distinetively
shaped noses and mouths. Their protruding ears were made of separate pieces
of metal. Comparatively short torsos of both figures were shaped together with
arms. Their hands fell alongside the body reaching one-half shank length. end-
ing with large palms with clearly marked fingers and nails (fig. 8). Consider-
ably large penis sheaths were placed sticking upwards between their long legs.
The penis sheath of the larger figure is decorated with a carved band running
around it. The feet of both figures were fitted with plastically modeled toes and
toenails (fig. 9). Because both statues are poorly preserved it is hard to estab-
lish whether the characters were depicted standing or walking. although the

Western Kom [in:] J. Popielska-Grzybowska (ed ), Proceedings of the Second Central Euro-
pean Conference of Young Egyptologists, Warsaw 2003, pp. 29-35



9. Tell el-Farkha. Foot of the heir of the throne
first possibility seems more plausible. A necklace adorned the first of the fig-

ures, however it 1s hard to define whether 1t was wrapped a couple of times
around its neck or was hanging from its shoulder, which seems to be indicated
by the position of the beads at the time they were discovered.

The style of the figures and the way some of the details were accented -
large protruding ears. unnaturally large phalluses. meticulously carved nails of
hands and feet - fit well into the art of Predynastic Egypt. The first example to
confirm this rule is the famous statuette of Mahasna carved in 1vory. depicting
a naked male with small but visibly protruding ears and a big phallus. discov-
ered in a grave dating to the Amratian Period’. Other figures of a similar type
and dating are known from el-Amrah and Diospolis Parva®,

A number of statuettes depicting males were discovered in a deposit in Hi-
erakonpolis. Unfortunately the majority of them were only preserved partially
and additionally the group has not been sufficiently published yet. although

SE.R. Ayrton. WL.S. Loat, Predynastic Cemetery at el-Mahasna, London 1911, pl. XI.1
8 D. Randal-MacIver. A C. Mace, El Amrah and Abydos, London 1902; WM. F. Petrie, Diospo-
lis Parva. London 1901






